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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

• 9/12/24 – Judge Diana Gibson ruled that “Amendment D is 
void” and will not be counted in 2024 election (but will remain 
on ballot because of timing issues for printing ballots).

• Issue stems from 2018 ballot initiative approved by voters 
seeking to create an independent redistricting commission and 
prohibit drawing political maps based on partisan 
gerrymandering. 

• 2020 - Legislature passed SB200, rewriting the initiative and 
removing the ban on gerrymandering.

• 2021 – lawmakers adopted congressional districts splitting Salt 
Lake County (one of most Democratic areas in state) into 
quarters. 
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• League of Women Voters, Mormon Women for Ethical 
Government, and other voters sued claiming violation 
of constitutional rights to initiative process. 

• July, 2024, Utah Supreme Court unanimously (5-0) 
agreed. Held initiative process is meaningless if lawmakers 
can rewrite/undo at will. Ruling addresses initiatives that 
“alter or reform the government”. Legislative changes 
must be “narrowly tailored” and serve a “compelling” 
state interest.

• August, 2024, Republican legislative leaders called 
“emergency” special session to adopt proposed 
constitutional amendment to overturn the ruling and allow 
legislators to rewrite citizen ballot initiatives. 



AMENDMENT D

(3)(a) Foreign individuals, entities, or governments 

may not, directly or indirectly, influence, support, or 
oppose an initiative or a referendum. (b) The 

Legislature may provide, by statute, definitions, 
scope, and enforcement of the prohibition under 
Subsection (3)(a). (4) Notwithstanding any other 

provision of this Constitution, the people's exercise of 
their Legislative power as provided in Subsection (2) 

does not limit or preclude the exercise of Legislative 
power, including through amending, enacting, or 
repealing a law, by the Legislature, or by a law 

making body
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• Judge Gibson found that Legislature failed to publish the text of the 
proposed amendment as required by Article XII of the Constitution.

• Legislature is appealing the decision.

• Initiative vs. Referendum. Not the same. 

• Initiative: voters’ petition for new law and to submit to voters or 
legislature for approval/rejection.

• Referendum: petition to try to overturn an existing law by submitting 
it to the voters for approval/rejection. 

• Amendment D deals with voter initiatives but includes language 
lengthening time to get signatures for a referendum. Has been 
criticized as misleading since companion bill actually reduces time to 
collect signatures to get initiative on the ballot from 60 to 40 days. 
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BONDING



2025 LEGISLATION ???


