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Memo 
 

 
Date: 15 March 2019 
 

To: Mayor, City Council and Staff 
 

Cc: File 
 

From: Brad Wilson, City Recorder/Financial Officer 
 

RE: Urban Deer / Population Control Program 
 
 
Council Member Simonsen requested that the City Council discuss controlling the deer population 
within Midway. I have attached information from the Utah Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
including regulations for population control. I also attached the minutes from a previous meeting when 
the Council discuss the issue. 





A product of the Mule Deer Working Group - Sponsored by the Western Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies - Approved July 2014
Produced with support from the Mule Deer Foundation (www.muledeer.org)

More information on mule deer can be found at www.muledeerworkinggroup.com

Deer-resistant plants and fencing
Certain ornamental plants are unpalatable to deer and are 
less likely to be browsed.  Using these plants in landscaping 
instead of more-desirable browse species can reduce deer 
con�icts.  To determine which plants are deer-resistant and 
adapted to the local area contact a local nursery or state 
wildlife o�cial.  A variety of reference books and internet 
resources are also available on the subject.  

Fencing deer out is the most e�ective and permanent 
method.  A wide variety of fence designs will keep problem 
deer out.  Fences should be at least 8 feet tall with no gaps 
greater than 8 inches.  Electric fencing also works to deter 
deer on a more temporary basis, such as winter browsing.  
A hybrid approach of installing two strands of electric wire 
on top of an existing fence can also be an e�ective approach.  
Surrounding individual plants with wire cages can prevent 
browsing.  Also, wire mesh or pipe placed directly around 
tree trunks will reduce damage by bucks rubbing their ant-
lers.

Hunting
Wildlife agencies are successfully using regulated hunting in urban areas to address urban deer issues.  Carefully regulated 
archery hunts in restricted hunting areas can be particularly e�ective and e�cient.   Some agencies have used professional 
shooters to kill deer with the meat donated to charitable groups.  Hunting in and around urban areas requires close 
coordination with local governments and citizens, but where possible, it is a cost-e�ective solution.

Relocation and contraception
Some wildlife agencies are capturing and 
relocating urban deer to more remote, suitable 
habitat on a limited basis.  �is approach 
is labor- and cost-intensive, with uncertain 
e�ectiveness.  Moving deer is dependent on 
the availability of release sites, which have 
to be carefully evaluated to ensure that the 
habitat can support more deer.  Given these 
constraints, moving deer is unlikely to be a 
common solution for widespread urban deer 
issues in the West.  Contraception is o�en 
proposed as a method to reduce overabundant 
deer populations, but it is not currently feasi-
ble in free-ranging deer populations.   
 
PUBLIC OPINION AND EDUCATION
Public input is the most important aspect of 
managing urban deer.  �ere are a wide range 
of opinions regarding deer in urban areas.  
Some enjoy seeing deer in their backyards and 
tolerate the damage, while others see urban 
deer as a hazard and nuisance.  Prudent con-
sideration of all factors involved and proper 
public education is critically important when 
managing urban mule deer. 
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